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         March 11, 2018 

 

Special Agent Jeremy Yerton 
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125 W 15th Street #100 Pratt Tower 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74119 

 

 Reference: OSBI 2018-196 

 

Special Agent Yerton: 

 

 I am in receipt of and have reviewed the above-referenced investigation that you 

submitted to my office regarding the officer(s) involved shooting that occurred in 28554 E. 5th 

Street S., Wagoner County, on February 17, 2018.  I want to commend you on the thorough 

investigation that you concluded and submitted.  Based upon my review of your investigation, it 

is my opinion that Wagoner County Sheriff Deputy Lt. Kyle Johnson and Deputy James Burk 

acted justifiably when they utilized deadly force, in defense of themselves, and other law 

enforcement personnel at the scene on February 17, 2018. 

 

 According to your report, Wagoner County Deputy Elizabeth Crockett responded to a 

call of “shots fired” in the area of 28554 E. 5th Street S., in Wagoner County in the early evening.  

Upon arriving at the area, Deputy Crockett investigated the area which included several trailers 

in a rural setting.  Shortly after arriving, Deputy Crockett could audibly hear guns shots that were 

centered upon a specific trailer identified as occupied by a person later discovered to be Paul 

Strickland.  Upon discovering the dangerous firearm discharge, Deputy Crockett sought 

emergency assistance by additional Wagoner County Deputies and Rogers County law 

enforcement personnel.  According to the investigation, Crockett was at some point likely under 

fire by Strickland. 

 

 Chief Deputy Young, of the Wagoner County Sheriff’s Office, arrived and assumed 

tactical command of the law enforcement personnel.  Chief Young was able to establish 

communications with Strickland, who was continuing to fire what appeared to be a semi-

automatic assault rifle in a reckless manner, from within the trailer.  From what I can glean 

within the report, there were multiple civilians present, and the shots within the trailer occupied 



by Strickland created a danger for civilians as well as the law enforcement officers on scene 

which included Lt. Kyle Johnson and Deputy James Burk. 

 

 At some point the communication between Chief Young and Strickland, Strickland grew 

extremely belligerent and cursed Young and stated he was armed with an “M4.”  Following this 

statement, Lt. Johnson, understanding an “M4” to be an assault weapon, made a decision to set a 

tactical perimeter that would provide additional protection to the law enforcement personnel 

present.  Lt. Johnson moved his patrol vehicle to an open area between the trailers where he 

could shield officers and provide a barrier between the trailer Strickland was barricaded in and 

the row of trailers just to the east of his trailer.  Once his vehicle was positioned, Lt. Johnson 

activated all the white lights on the patrol car; headlights, take down lights and a spotlight.  This 

illuminated Strickland’s trailer with a “light curtain.”  According to Johnson, the light curtain 

was a technique to make it difficult for the suspect to see out, while the officers can see the 

residence clearly. 

 

 Once Lt. Johnson and Deputy Burk were safe behind the barrier, Chief Young attempted 

to implore Strickland to exit the trailer unarmed.  Strickland responded to Young by stating, 

“You know what, fuck you all.  I’m coming out.  Are you ready for it?”  Shortly thereafter, 

Strickland exited the trailer, armed with an assault rifle, and pointed it at law enforcement 

officers, Lt. Johnson and Deputy Burk fired at and struck and ultimately killed Strickland. 

 

 All witnesses, both civilian and law enforcement corroborate that Paul Strickland 

emerged from the trailer, armed with an assault rifle, and purposely fired upon law enforcement, 

prior to law enforcement returning fire.  Clearly, Lt. Kyle Johnson and Deputy James Burk were 

acting defensively, and in accordance with Oklahoma law, specifically 21 O.S 732 which states: 

 

A peace officer, correctional officer, or any person acting by his command in his aid and 

assistance, is justified in using deadly force when: 

1.  The officer is acting in obedience to and in accordance with any judgment of a competent 

court in executing a penalty of death; or 

2.  In effecting an arrest or preventing an escape from custody following arrest and the officer 

reasonably believes both that: 

a.  such force is necessary to prevent the arrest from being defeated by resistance or escape, and  

b.  there is probable cause to believe that the person to be arrested has committed a crime 

involving the infliction or threatened infliction of serious bodily harm, or the person to be 

arrested is attempting to escape by use of a deadly weapon, or otherwise indicates that he will 

endanger human life or inflict great bodily harm unless arrested without delay; or 

3.  The officer is in the performance of his legal duty or the execution of legal process and 

reasonably believes the use of the force is necessary to protect himself or others from the 

infliction of serious bodily harm; or 

4.  The force is necessary to prevent an escape from a penal institution or other place of 

confinement used primarily for the custody of persons convicted of felonies or from custody 

while in transit thereto or therefrom unless the officer has reason to know: 

a.  the person escaping is not a person who has committed a felony involving violence, and 

b.  the person escaping is not likely to endanger human life or to inflict serious bodily harm if not 

apprehended. 



 

It is therefore my opinion that Lt. Kyle Johnson and Deputy James Burk acted justifiably, 

and by all accounts heroically in their actions on the evening of February 17, 2018, and their 

actions in the application of deadly force likely saved their lives, as well as those lives of the 

other attendant law enforcement personnel as well as citizen bystanders present at the time. 

 

 If you have any further questions, or if other information becomes available regarding 

this matter, please contact me as soon as possible. 

 

 


